by JIM BYTH

“Little” Theatre
has grown up

FEEET e 'I"i"I--

Brion Connon knocks off when the whistle

FOUR nights o week young Brisbone body builder

hirwe at tha Tromwaovs workshoos

fann after hia hrother
Moel cleans off the gErease
that every motor mechanic

collects in a garage,
Two hours later Lhe
mck In
piotting the desth of Julius
Cnesar, and rolling out lines
:rl' thkl'ﬂ:l'nrr

They are a typical pair

among the ing num-
bera bane and
Queenslond  people  who
are aciing, producing,
doing back-stnge work in
the “Linle  Theoire"
maremenl — fdw ol s
little,

Those wha should know,
the organisers of the various

rru-u , say Lthal st least LODU
e will help to duce
|:I vy Lhis vear. Nex

iyur.
hev mre sure, there will be
maore.
The !mprovement n acling
lhd nmerll stage production
alled by the growing
num ru whn [ill Brisbane's
inadequate halls to see AMA-
teur plays

Clerks, managers
ET'S take an innide
look at the livea of

the 30 people who are act-
ing in the play which runs
longest this year—the Bris-
bane Arts Theatre production
of "Jullus Caesar." which Hins
for a week from Mav 9, wilh
n Beturdav malinee as well
Antony (Eddie Bourke) jsa
city photographer. Producer
is well-known Clff Pleak ire-
member him in the Univer-
sity’s "Cocktall Party” lasl
vear? He works as depart-
ment manager in oa ity book-
store,
Qthers
LV pists
One. Lorna

nre  office clerks
switchuirls, students,
Bollman, 15 stil

at schoaol

Brutus, the key role, is
aved by 17-vear-ald Garth
"elch. who  lefi school

anly last vear, is working
in & city offics wnd sindy.

National Library of Australia

in o rity office and studs.
ing hallet and ar1 nf
apeech ol the same time,
There are no “stars” The
amateurs work a: A team
Often those In minor ris
have had more experience
than those whn take Che lead
Producer, slage MARAZET ros-
tume mistress aof*en 10m 0 Lo
make a crowd scene

Glamour is out
WHAT brings them into
acting 7
Not the lure of the font-

lights, mccording fto  peopie
who have been  acling In
theln soare Lime  fof Years

Theyv s ATOET m-nn
wears B with AT "wor
I;gua ni htl.“l WERK Il.l'ld mm
u normal practice,
Lmuu.r-mnu dan't
Iur. lonu" ane veleran Ama-
teur told me. “The ones who
are worth become o
{:‘umted never want u»
“"Maybe It's Just the thrill
nf changing vour personality
of getl inside someons
else's mind for a few hours"
WHE Bhakespeare? Pirst of
all, | I.!- thu Amaleur com-

gih h utund uﬁmr
ere an [ ] ENce
of school children “daing”
the ?Iny for examinations,

an_ occasional  one
'lllﬁ make & profit which
gives finance for significant
modern plays.

Secondly, a: English netor
Roberl Bpﬂh.ht “mid before
he left Auystralia praising Bris.
bare mnd Adelaide audiences
“There = a Erowing |nierest
in  Shakespeare, More and

mare peaple realise he  hae
something Lo SAY In  our
troubled Limes”

More men joining
0."\}':. of the [asiest
growing  amateur
groups is Brisbane Reper-

tary  Theatre, which has
,{nmpﬁd from 3 members n

#16 1o A00 Lhis year—and s

still growing.

_Dutch.  Czech., German,
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BLLI ErrPwing.

Dutch, Czech. German,
French and Russian migranis
Iorm an Important seetion of
Repertory's acting member-
ond later this year they wil
precent a play In which they .
nll huve a rham:e to ael chine-
RCLETS from thelr  f[ormer
nomes

Rr?rrmr}"s full-ttme wnrk-
er wiit Bohoenholmer savs
the ||1'|puml'nlc is happenine 1o
the mociety this year more
MiEn are 1!..1!!11!12 thin Wamen,
“And they aren’t namby-
pambies, either”  <he  ow
"Thev're bBig blokes with dern
volres—iust what we peed
But women are =il in the
majority m amateds theatoes

One male aetor =aid- “Afler
mll, they oan mlwavs ot
married They dan’t have 1»
WArTY abnit p peErma=ent pob

A wioman said;  "We  jus
like dressinig up and chang.
ing our personalities.”

Perhaps the most signil-
catt development this yeur -
the Drama Schonl being rhn
by Twelfth Might Thentre {nr
voung actofs and slage work-
ers from every theatre

Mot just the Brishane thea-
tres, efther—they enme from
Hockhampton, Mackay, Ovm-
pie, Bundaberg, Marvboron o,
Stunthorpe. Tpewich,  South-
port. to hesr lectures on sl
aspects nf stpge work

Englich actor and Jamr",-r
Sianlev Hildebrundi Wk
bronght specinlly to Brishane

for the school, will produes
Ry [ ELY LwWellin M r
Aading Australian  Arfists
Maruaret Olley and Charles
Bu-li arv lecturing, as (s Une-
versity musle  lecturer Hush
Brundon

Playhouse needed

MUHE than anvihing,
now, the amateur
Actors want a big modorn
plavhouse—a new building w
A tonverted theatre—1o hep
the eongestion that makes
necessary tn bhook the inarde-
gquate Albert Hall up tnoa
vear ahead for each play
They want sealing -pwie

for bigger and higger aunl-
ETOes

Maore than anything they
want & stage that, unlke rnat

in the Albert Hall, s wide
and deep enough to allow
lavs to DE putl on withou!
Tnmrnmu the ectors into an
mptessibly small space

ince the war, ther record
I+ one of constant achleve-

ment. Aud—to guote Rbodn
Felgate, the premier ady ol
Brichane's amateur theatres
“Thiz yvear ix the most ecxcit-
g ever "

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50562049



